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The whole covering force of 4,000 men was landed by 5 a.m.,
in spite of the fact that they were vigorously opposed.

By 5.30 a.m. the firing had died down to a great extent, and
the General was informed that the covering force had landed
without serious opposition and was a mile inland. By 6 a.m.
the landing of the main force of Australians and New Zealanders
was in full swing, and the Queen Elizabeth steamed down the
coast towards Helles. We all felt much relieved at the success
we had witnessed, and when we passed close to " Y " Beach,
and saw a large body of troops sitting about on the cliffs, smoking
and quite unconcerned, our good fortune seemed almost in-
credible. This landing had proceeded exactly as arranged.
The trawlers in line abreast, with their boats alongside, the
Sapphire and Amethyst on either flank, supported by the Dublin
and Goliath^ steamed in until the stems of the trawlers grounded;
the troops rapidly transferred to the boats, and by 5.15 a.m.
the Scottish Borderers and South Wales Borderers, having
clambered up the steep hill paths, were in possession of the high
cliffs overlooking the beach. The Marines followed within an
hour, and at the time we passed, the 2,000 men of the landing
had secured their first objective without loss,

We then steamed on towards Helles, where, judging by the
sound, there was a tremendous battle in progress.

Admiral de Robeck suggested to the General that he should
recall the Naval Division from Xeros and land it at the un-
opposed "Y" Beach, We undertook to improvise transport
and land the Division before nightfall. The General, however,
said that the Naval Division was his only reserve, they were
inexperienced and not fully trained, and anyhow he must keep
them in reserve for the present, until he saw how the main
battle developed.

At Helles, in view of the preparation the enemy had made, the
attack was preceded by a heavy bombardment, commencing
at 5 a.m., and, somewhat delayed by various causes, the landing
took pkce an hour kter in broad daylight. As we approached
Tekke Burnu we learnt from Captain H. E. Lockyer, of the
Implacable, that the landing at " X " Beach was also unopposed.
He had approached, the coast with his .anchor veered to one
and a half shackles, in case of shallow water being met with,
and slowly steamed in, with the troops in boats abreast of the